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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA
CHARLESTON DIVISION
TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, INC., a

South Carolina corporation; RICHARD C.
DAVIS, an individual,

Civil Action No. 2006-CP-10-2822

Plaintiffs, NOTICE OF REMOVAL
Vs,
G
A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, a joint = r‘f
venture of the Hearst Corporation, ABC, SEAA
Inc. and NBC Universal; DEPARTURE e

0
v

FILMS, an entity of unknown origin; and
DOES 1-20, Inclusive,
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A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS,

Counterclaim Plaintiff,

VS,

TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, INC. and
RICHARD C. DAVIS,

Counterclaim Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Defendants. )
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Defendants A&E Television Networks (“AETN”) and Max Weissman Productions,
Inc. d/b/a Departure Films (incorrectly sued, and referred to hereinafter, as “Departure

Films”) hereby give notice of the removal of this action from the Court of Common Pleas,
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Ninth Judicial Circuit, County of Charleston, South Carolina, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§
1332, 1441 and 1446.

1. On July 20, 2006, plaintiffs filed an action captioned Trademark Properties,
Inc. and Richard C. Davis v. A&E Television Networks, Departure Films and Does 1-20,
Case No. 06-CP-10-2822, in the Court of Common Pleas, Ninth Judicial Circuit, County of

Charleston, South Carolina. Copies of the summons and complaint are attached hereto as

Exhibit A.

2, Defendant AETN received a copy of the complaint via certified mail on July
24, 2006.

3. Other than a summons and complaint, no other pleadings, process or orders

have been filed in the state court action. Defendants have not yet responded to the
complaint.
4, Federal jurisdiction exists on grounds of diversity under 28 U.S.C.
§ 1332(a)(1).
a.  This controversy is between citizens of different states. Plaintiffs are
citizens of South Carolina and defendants are citizens of New York:
1. Plaintiff Trademark Properties, Inc. is a citizen of South
Carolina, i.e., a corporation organized and existing pursuant to
the laws of the State of South Carolina, with its principal place
of business in Charleston, South Carolina. See Complaint § 1.
ii.  Plaintiff Richard C. Davis is a citizen of South Carolina, i.e.,

an individual residing in Charleston, South Carolina. See
Complaint § 2.
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1il. Defendant AETN is a citizen of New York, ie., a general
partnership duly organized and existing under the laws of the
State of New York, with its principal place of business located
in New York, New York. See Complaint 3.

iv. Defendant Departure Films is a citizen of New York, i.e., a
corporation organized and existing pursuant to the laws of the
State of New York, with its principal place of business located
in New York, New York. See Complaint § 4.

V. The citizenship of fictitious defendants Does 1-20 is ignored for
removal purposes. See 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a).

b. The amount in controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and
costs. Plaintiffs demand damages in “excess of a million dollars.” See Complaint at 20-21.
Plaintiffs also demand injunctive relief, id. at 19-20, 1Y 60-64, and defendants aver that the

value of the injunctive relief being sought would be in excess of $75,000.

5. This Notice of Removal is timely because it is filed within thirty days after
AETN’s receipt of the complaint on July 24, 2006, which was “the initial pleading setting
forth the claim for relief upon which [the] action ... is based.” 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b).

6. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C: § 1446(d), a copy of this Notice of Removal is being
filed with the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas, Ninth Judicial Circuit, County of

Charleston, South Carolina, and is being served on plaintiffs.

[SIGNATURE BLOCK ON FOLLOWING PAGE]
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NELSON MULLINS RILEY & SCARBOROUGH LLP

By: s/ROBERT H. JORDAN

Robert H. Jordan

Federal Bar No. 6986

E-Mail Address:

robert. jordan@nelsonmullins.com 3

R. Bruce Shaw

Federal Bar No. 3802

E-Mail Address: bruce.shaw@nelsonmullins.com
Richard A. Farrier, Jr.

Federal Bar No. 772

E-Mail Address: richard.farrier@nelsonmullins.com
151 Meeting Street / Sixth Floor

Post Office Box 1806 (29402)

Charleston, SC 29401-2239

{843) 853-5200

Attorneys for Defendants AETN and Departure Films

Charleston, South Carolina
August 2, 2006

Of Counsel:

Bruce P. Keller

Jeremy Feigelson

S. Zev Parnass

DEBEVOISE & PLIMPTON LLP
919 Third Avenue

New York, New York 10022
(212) 909-6000

Motions for admission pro hac
vice to be filed
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
) NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) CASENO.: Mo ~(P-\O - Q‘E:@'Z_
)
TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, a )
South Carolina corporation; )
RICHARD C. DAVIS, an )
individual )
) SUMMONS
Plaintiffs, ) = o
) 2 R
mm =
Vs' ) zo = W
[ ] an—
A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, a) QL o i
joint venture of the Hearst ) ok = 11!
Corporation, ABC, Inc. and NBC ) -cc;» 25 O
Universal; DEPARTURE FILMS, ) N6
an entity of unknown origin; and ) o
DOES 1-20, Inclusive }
}
Defendants. )
)

TO THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE NAMED:

A0 .

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the Complaint in this action,
a copy of which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer upon the
subscribers at their office located at 622 Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, South Carolina, 29464 within
thirty (30) days after the service hereof, exclusive of the day of such service; and if you fail to
answer the Complaint within the time aforesaid, judgment by default will be rendered against

you for the relief demanded in the Complaint.

CISA & DODDS, LLP

@/

Frank M. Cisa
622 Johnnie Dodds Bivd.
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464

Exhibit A _
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
)
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )
)
)

TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, INC.
a South Carolina corporation;
RICHARD C. DAVIS, an

individual

Plaintiffs,

V3.

joint venture of the Hearst
Corporation, ABC, Inc. and NBC
Universal; DEPARTURE FILMS,
an entity of unknown origin; and
DOES 1-20, Inclusive

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, 2)
)

)

)

)

)

)

Defendants. )
)

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

CASE NO: O\0 -CP- 1D -2 DB

COMPLAINT
(Jury Trial Demanded)
(Fraud)
(Breach of Contract)
(Promissory Estoppel)
(Breach of Fiduciary Duty)
{Conversion)
(Misappropriation of Trade Secretsks
{(Unfair Competition and Unfair
Business Practices and Unfair Trade
Protection Act)
{Constructive Trust and Accounting)
(Preliminary and Permanent Injunction
Against all Defendants

IRGUNERRY N
SNQULSHYY T 3P

The Plaintiffs, TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, INC. (“Trademark™) and RICHARD C.

DAVIS (“Davis”) (collectively “Plaintiffs”), compiaining of Defendants A&E TELEVISION

NETWORKS (“A&E"), a joint venture of The Hearst Corporation, ABC, lac. and NBC

Universal, and DEPARTURE FILMS, (collectively “Defendants™), allege as follows:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff, Trademark Properties, is a Corporation organized and existing

pursuant to the laws.of the State of South Carolina, with its principal place of business in

Charleston, South Carolina.

2. Plaintiff Richard C. Davis, is an individual residing in Charleston, South

Carolina.

Page | of 22
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3. Plaintiffs are informed and believe that Defendant A&E Television Networks is
a joint venture organized and existing pursuant to the laws of the State of New York, and at all
times relevant hereto has conducted business in Charleston, South Carolina.

4, Plaintiffs are informed and believe that Defendant Departure Films is a
Corporation organized and existing pursuant to the laws of the State of New York, and at all
times relevant hereto has conducted business in Charleston, South Carolina.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
5. That Jurisdiction and Venue are proper in that the Plaintiff, Trademark
Properties, Inc.’s principal place of business is in Charleston County, South
Carolina and that the Plaintiff, Richard C. Davis resides in Charleston County,
South Carolina and at all times hereinafter mentioned conducted business with
the Defendants in Charleston County, South Carolina.
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

6. This case presents issues of fraud and theft of valuable property rights. Dayvis is
the creator and owner of the unique concept, format and treatment of a reality based television
program which features Davis and certain staff members of Trademark going through the
process of locating, acﬁuiring, refurbishing and selling houses. Davis titled his concept and
treatment “Worst To First”, subsequently renamed “Flip This House”( hereinafter referred to
as the Project™). ln or around April 2004 Plaintiffs created and preduced a digital video pilot
version of Plaintiffs’ Project, featuring Davis and other staff members of Trademark,

Plaintiffs’ Project is jointly owned and controlled by Davis and Trademark.
7. In May 2004, Plaintiffs submitted the treatment and DVD pilot episode of

Page 2 of 22
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Plaintiffs’ Project to Defendant A&E. A&E responded enthusiastically to Plaintiffs’ Project,
and requested a meeting with Davis to discuss an agreement regarding the potential production
and exploitation of a television series based on Plaintiffs’ Project.

8. Thereafter, in or around June 2004, representatives of A&E met with Davis and
expressed their interest in entering into an agreement with Plaintiffs to produce and televise a
television series based on Plaintiffs’ Project. Davis made it clear to the representatives of
A&E that he was only willing to consider an agreement to have Plaintiffs’ Project produced
and televised by A&E provided that Plaintiffs and A&E would be equal 50/50 owners of the
project, and would share equally in all net revenues and proceeds generated from the
exploitation of the project. A&E explicitly agreed to those terms and, based on that
agreement, Plaintiffs permitted A&E to retain Defendant Departure Films to produce the
episodes of the television series based on Plaintiffs’ Project.

0. Thereafter, A&E repeatedly promised to prepare and submit a written
agreement to Plaintiffs embodying the terms of the parties’ agreement: yet, despite repeated
demands by Plaintiffs to A&E for that written agreement, and A&E’s repeated assurances that
the agreement would be provided to Plaintiffs, A&E ultimately failed to provide Plaintiffs with
a written agreement reflecting the terms of their agreement. Instead, A&E defrauded Plaintiffs
and misappropriated and stole Plaintiffs’ Project for A&E’s own use and benefit. In reliance
on A&E’s agreement that AKE and Plaintiff's would equally share all net revenues and
proceeds from exploitation of Plaintiffs’ Project, Plaintiffs were induced to permit a first
season of 13 episodes of “Flip This House” to be produced by Departure Films for the benefit
of A&E, without any written agreement with Plaintiffs and without A&E providing Plaintiffs

Page 3 of 22
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any compensation.

10. A&E has, in effect, stolen Plaintiffs’ valuable concept and format of the
television series “Flip This House” from Plaintiffs, and now intends to produce, televise, and
exploit a second season of that television series without Plaintiffs’ approval, participation, or
otherwise providing any compensation to Plaintiffs. Accordingly, Plaintiffs have been
defrauded and cheated by Defendants, and Defendants have used and exploited Plaintiffs’

valuable concept and format for “Flip This House” without Plaintiffs’ approval or authority.

Partnership Agreement

1. After Davis submitted the treatment and pilot of Plaintiffs’ Project to A&E in
May 2004, Charles Norlénder of A&E contacted Davis and advised him that A&E was
interested in potentially producing and televising a television series based on Plaintiffs’
Project. On June 14, 2004, Davis met with Norlander and Thomas Moody of A&E and Max
. Weissman of Departure Films to discuss a potential agreement regarding the production of a
television series based on Plaintiffs’ Project. At that time, Davis made it clear to Norlander,
Moody and Weissman that he was only interested in considering a potential agreement
regarding the production of Plaintiffs’ Project provided that Plaintiffs and A&E be equal
partners in the project, including that: (1) Plaintiffs retain an ownership interest in the project;
(2} A&E pay for all production costs of any episodes produced based on the project; (3)
Trademark Properties be responsible for locating, acquiring, refurbishing and selling all real
estate featured in any episodes produced based on the project; (4) Trademark Properties and its
principals be prominently featured in the show, and no episode be produced which does not

Page 4 of 22

e e e e M.ElipThjs.La,\u;l;_it_._comh e e e e e




2:06-cv-02195-CWH Date Filed 08/02/2006  Entry Number 1 Page 7 of 26

include them in a lead role; (5) Davis to have creative control over the production and receive
a “Created By"' credit on any episodes produced; (6) Trademark be reimbursed for any direct

expenditures regarding the development and production of any episodes produced, and (7)

A&E and Trademark share equally on a 50/50 basis in all revenues and proceeds generated by -

the sale, distribution and/or exploitation of the show, including without limitation sponsorship
revenues, product placement revenues, ad sales, syndication fees, and video sales all of which
is hereinafter referred to as the (“Partnership Agreement”). Norlander and Moody on behalf
of A&E agreeq to the Partnership Agreement. Norlander and Moody further represented that
A&E would prepare a written agreement embodying the terms of the Partnership Agreement.

12.  Inreliance on the Partnership Agreement, Plaintiffs agree to permit A&E to
develop and produce a television series “Flip This House” based on Plaintiffs’ Project.
Departure Films was retained by A&E to produce the episodes of “Flip This House” based on
Plaintiffs’ Project hereinafter referred to as the (“Series”). Plaintiffs would not have agreed to
permit A&E or Departure Films to produce any episodes of “Flip This House” based oﬁ
Plaintiffs’ Project but for A&E's acceptance of the terms of the Partnership Agreement.

13.  In further reliance on the Partnership Agreement, (a) Trademark proceeded to
locate, acquire, refurbish and sell real property, and have its activities filmed by Departure
Films for production into episodes of the Series, (b) Davis and other members of the
Trademark staff permitted their images and persona to be filmed and televised in the Series,
(¢) Trademark disclosed confidential proprietary business information, procedures and trade
secrets to Defendants, and (d) Plaintiffs expended significant amounts on the development of
the Series without reimbursement or compensation from Defendants. Abseht the

Page 5 of 22
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Partnership Agreement, Plaintiffs would not have permitted Plaintiffs’ Project to be used or
exploited as the basis of the Series, nor would Davis, or any other staff members of
Trademark have participated in or appeared in the Series, nor would Trademark have disclosed
any of its trade secrets featured in the Series, nor would Plaintiffs have expended any amounts
on the development of the Series. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants fraud and
theft of Plaintiffs’ valuable ideas and concept for the Series, Plaintiffs have suffered significant
monetary damages. In addition, Plaintiffs have suffered significant damages to their business
reputation and operations.

14. _ Plaintiffs did not learn until on or about March 2006 that A&E intended to
repudiate the Partnership Agreement, and instead use and misappropriate Plaintiffs’ Project
and trade secrets to produce and televise a second season of the Series without Plaintiffs’

approval or participation.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
(Fraud Against the Defendant A&E)

15.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through
14 above as though fully set forth herein.

16.  As stated hereinabove, to induce Plaintiffs to enter into the Partnership Agreement
and participate in and consent to the production of the Series, A&E warranted and represented,
among other things, that Plaintiffs and A&E would be equal partners and owners in all results and
procecds generated from the Series, and that A&E would not engage in any acts which would
benefit A&E to the exclusion or detriment of Plaintiffs, or otherwise cause any harm or damage

Page 6 of 22
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to Plaintiffs. A&E further represented that it would prepare and deliver to Plaintiffs a written
agreement consistent with the terms and condition of the Partnership Agreement referenced

\

above.

7. Plaintiffs are informed and believe that A&E misrepresented its intention to treat
Plaintiffs as an equal partner 6r' otherwise pay Plaintiffs any portion of the net revenues and
proceeds generated from the exploitation of the Series. The true facts are that A&E never
intended to treat Plaintiffs as an equal partner with respect to the revenues and proceeds from the
exploitation of the Series or to pay Plaintiffs any portion of the net profits generated from the
exploitation of the Series. In addition, A&E never intended to prepare or deliver to Plaintiffs a
written agreement embodying the terms of the Partnership Agreement as referenced above.
Contrary to the representations made by A&E to induce Plaintiffs to enter into the Partnership
Agreement and permit A&E, through its designated production company Defendant Departure
Films, to produce episodes of the Series based on Plaintiffs’ Project, A&E was aware from the
inception of its negotiations with Plaintiffs that it would not treat Plaintiffs as an equal partner or
otherwise pay Plaintiffs' any portion of the net revenues and proceeds generated from the
exploitation of the Series.

18.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E intended to
misappropriate and use the valuable ideas and concepts of Plaintiffs’ Project to produce the Series,
and fraudulently induce Davis and the other staff members of Trademark to appear in the Series
for no compensation, to misappropriate and use Trademark’s confidential trade secrets, and to
retain all resulis and proceeds from the exploitation of the series for A&E’s own use and benefit.
In addition, Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E intended to

Page 7 of 22
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misappropriate and use the valuable ideas and concepts from Plaintiffs’ Project for its own use and
benefit by producing a second season of the Series without featuring Davis, the staff of
Trademark, or otherwise invol\.fing Trademark in the production of the Series.

19.  A&E made the aforesaid representations with the intent that Plaintiffs would
rely on them and would agree to convey the valuable concepts, format and structure of Plaintiffs’
Project to A&E to use to produce and televise the Series, to disclose Trademark's valuable and
confidential trade secrets, and to otherwise participate in the production of the Series and to
expend considerable times and expense in the production of the Series. Plaintiff reasonably relied
on the aforesaid representations in entering into the Partnership Agreement and permitting A&E
to use the valuable ideas and concepts of Plaintiffs’ Project in producing the Series. Plaintiffs
would not have entered into the Partnership Agreement or otherwise permitted A&E to use the
valuable rights in and to Plaintiffs’ Project had Plaintiffs known the true facts as alleged herein.

20.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E knew
the aforesaid representations were false at the time they were made, and that the false
representations were made by A&E with the intent to induce Plaintiffs to enter into the Partnership
Agreement, permit AKE to use the valuable ideas and concepts of Plaintiffs’ Project to produce
the Series, and to induce Davis and other staff of Trademark to appear in the Series.

21.  As a direct and proximate result of the aforesaid fraudulent representations
by A&E, Plaintiffs have been damaged in an amount that has not yet been fully ascertained but
which is believed to be in excess of a million dollars. Amount of the damages, they will seek leave
of the court to amend this complaint accordingly.

22.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E, in

Page 8 of 22

___FlipThisLawsuit.com



2.06-cv-02195-CWH Date Filed 08/02/2006  Entry Number 1 Page 11 of 26

doing the things herein alleged, acted willfully, maliciously, oppressively and with full knowledge
of the adverse effects of its actions on i’laintiffs, and with willful and deliberate disregard to the
consequences to Plaintiffs such as to constitute oppression, fraud or malice, and that such actions
were authorized, ratified and adopted by the officers, directors and/or managing agents of A&E,
As a direct result of the lfraudulsnt, willful and malicious conduct of A&E, Plaintiffs are entitled
to exemplary and punitive damages in an amount to be determined as appropriate by the court and
jury.
SECOND QAﬁSE OF ACTION
(For Breach of Contract Against the Defendant A&E)

23.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 22 and
above as though fully set forth herein.

24, As stated hereinabove, A&E has materially breached the Partnership Agreement
by, inter alia, failing to pay Plaintiffs 50% of all net revenues and proceeds from the exploitation
of the Series, failing to reimburse Plaintiffs for the production costs and expense incurred by
Plaintiffs in connection with the Series, and proceeding to produce and televise a second season
of the Series without Plaintiffs’ approval or participation.

25.  Plaintiffs have performed all duties and obligations on their part required to be
performed by the Partnership Agreement, except to the extent such performance was waived,
excused, or prevented by reasons of the acts and omissions of A&E.

26.  As a direct and proximate result of the material breaches of the Agreement by
A&E, Plainiiffs have been damaged in an amount that has not yet been fully ascertained but which
is believed to be in excess of a million dollars.

Page 9 of 22
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THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION

(Promissory Estoppel Against Defendant A&E)

27.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 26
above as though fully set forth herein.

28.  Beginning with the meeting in June 2004 between Plaintiffs, and Norlander and
Moody on behalf of A&E, and continuing through and including March 2006, A&E promised and
assured Plaintiffs that, in consideration for Plaintiffs agreeing to permit Defendants to produce and
televise the first season of the Series based on Plaintiffs’ Project, Plaintiff would equally share in
and receive 50% of all net revenues and proceeds generated from the exploitation of the Series
and that no episodes of the Series would be produced absent Plaigtiffs approval and participation.
In addition, A&E promised and assured Plaintiffs that Plaintiffs would continue to have creative
control over the Series, and that A&E would not produce or televise any episode of the Series
which did not feature Davis and other staff members of Trademark prominently in the Series.

29.  In so promising and assuring Plaintiffs, A&E knew or should have known that
Plaintiffs would be reasonably induced to rely on A&E’s promises and assurances and would,
among other things, provide their approval to produce episodes of the Series based on Plaintiffs’
Project, and otherwise participate and appear in the Series and continue to expend considerable
amounts in the production of the Series.

30.  Plaintiffs reasonably relied on A&E’s promises and assurance, and were thereby
induced to provide the aforesaid services and monetary expenditures in connection with the
production of the Series.

Page 10 of 22
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31.  A&E has failed and refused to perform in accordance with jts promises and
assurances by, among other things, failing and refusing to honor the terms of the Partnership
Agreement, including accounting for and paying Plaintiffs 50% of all net revenues and proceeds
from the exploitation of the Series, affording Plaintiffs creative control over the production of the
Series, and announcing that a second season of the Series will be produced independently by A&E
without the participation or involvement of Plaintiffs, or otherwise featuring Davis and the other
staff of Trademark.

32.  Based on the facts and circumstances alleged hereinabove, including Plaintiffs
reasonable and detrimental reliance on A&E's promises, A&E is estopped to deny its obligations
under the Partnership Agreement, and is estopped to deny the validity and enforceability of the
Partnership Agreement. |

33.  As adircct and proximate result of the A&E’s faiture and refusal to perform the

promises and representations made by A&E to induce Plaintiffs to enter into the Partnership

. &
-

Agreement, Plaintiffs have been damaged in an amount that has not yet been fully ascertained but
which is believed to be in excess of a million dollars.
FOURTH CAUSE QF ACTION
(Breach of Fiduciary Duty Against the Defendant A&E)

34.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 33
above as though fully set forth herein.

35.  As alleged above, the Partership Agreement created a partnership and joint‘
venture relationship between Plaintiffs and A&E, whereby Plaintiffs disclosed valuable and
confidential information concerning Plaintiffs’ Project to A&E and permitted A&E to produce the

Page 11 of 22
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Series based on Plaintiffs’ Project, in exchange for the Partntership Agreement providing, among
other things, that Plaintiffs and A&E would share equally on a 50\50 basis all net fevenucs and
proceeds generated from the exploitation of the Series. By virtue of Plaintiff’s rights under the
Partnership Agreement, and the fact that Plaintiffs conveyed the valuable concept and ideas of
Plaintiffs’ Project to A&E in reliance on the Partnership Agreement and Plaintiffs also invested
considerable time and money in the development and production of Plaintiffs’ Project and the
Series based thereon, Plaintiffs and A&E had a joint interest in the successful licensing,
marketing, distribution and other exploitation of the Series, including sharing equally in all
revenues generated from sponsorships, product placement and advertising connected with t\he
Series. Because of the complete and exclusive control exercised by A&E over the licensing,
marketing, distribution, and other exploitation of the Series, and the obligation of A&E to timely
and accurately report and pay over to Plaintiffs 50% of revenues and proceeds generated from
the exploitation of the Series pursuant to the Partnership Agreement, A&E placed itself in a
position of trust and confidence with regard to Plaintiffs.
36.  Plaintiffs relied on the warranties and representations of A&E that it would

not take any action to interfere with Plaintiffs rights to receive a 50% percent share of the net
revenues and proceeds from the exploitation of the Series, and that A&E would timely and
accurately account for all revenues and proceeds generated from the distribution, licensing and/or
other exploitation of the Series. Accordingly, A&E owed and continues to owe a fiduciary duty
to accurately account for and pay to Plaintiffs 50% of all net revenues and proceeds generated
from the distribution, licensing and/or other exploitation of the Series, and to not engage in any
act or omission which would harm Plaintiffs in any manner or decrease or diminish Plaintiffs

" Page 12 of 22
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expected benefits under the Parmership Agreement.

37.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that, by engaging in
the conduct herein alleged, A&E has breached its fiduciary duties to Plaintiffs by placing its own
interest above those of Plaintiffs, by perpetrating the aforesaid fraud and deceit upon Plaintiffs in
misappropriating Plaintiffs’ Project for A&E’s own use and benefit to the exclusion of Plaintiffs,
and by failing and refusing to timely, accurately and fully account for and pay to Plaintiffs all
amounts due and owing to Plaintiffs from the exploitation of the Series pursuant to the terms of
the Partnership Agreement.

38.  Asadirect and proximate result of the aforesaid breach of fiduciary duty by A&E,
Plaintiffs have been damaged in an amount that has not yet been fully ascertained but which is
believed to be in excess of a million dollars.

39.  Plaintiff are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E, in doing the
things herein alleged, acted willfully, maliciously, oppressively and with full knowledge of the
adverse effects of its actions on Plaintiff, and with willful and deliberate disregard to the
consequences to Plaintiffs such as to constitute oppression, fraud or malice, and that such actions
were authorized, ratified and adopted by the officers, directors and/or managing agents of A&E.
As a direct result of the fraudulent, willful and malicious conduct of A&E, Plaintiffs are entitled

to exemplary and punitive damages in an amount to be determined as appropriate by the court.

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION

{Conversion Against the Defendant A&E)
40.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 39
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above as though fully set forth herein.

41.  Asalleged hereinabove, A&E has improperly and fraudulently withheld and failed
to pay all amounts rightfully owed to Plaintiffs pursuant to the Partnership Agreement, and has
diverted said amounts to its own use and benefit. As a result of the aforesaid acts and bmissions,
A&E has deprived Plaintiffs of the use and enjoyment of those funds.

42. Plaintiffs have repeatedly demanded that A&E account for and pay over to Plaintiffs
2 50% share of all net revenues and proceeds generated from the distribution, licensing and/or
other exploitation of the Series, but A&E has failed and refused to pay Plaintiffs the amounts
rightfully due and owing to Plaintiffs pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Partnership
Agreement,

43.  Asadirectand proximate result of the aforesaid unlawful conversion of monies due
and owing to Plaintiffs by A&E, Plaintiffs have been damaged in an amount that has not yet been
fully ascertained but which is believed to be in excess of 2 million dollars.

44.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E, in doing the
things herein alleged, acted willfully, maliciously, oppressively and with full knowledge of the
adverse effects of its actions on Plaintiffs, and with willful and deliberate disregard to the
consequences to Plaintiffs such as to constitute oppression, fraud or malice, and that such actions
were authorized, ratified and adopted by the officers, directors and/or managing agents of A&E.
As a direct result of the fraudulent, willful and malicious conduct of A&E, Plaintiffs are entitled

to exemplary and punitive damages in an amount to be determined as appropriate by the court,

Page 14 of 22
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SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION
(Misappropriation of Trade Secrets Against Ail Defendants)

45.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 44
above as though fully set forth herein.

46.  Trademark has invested significant time, effort and expense to develop, protect and
package its means and methods of locating, acquiring, refurbishing and selling real property that
is unique and was unknown to the public or competitors of Trademark, and which gave
Trademark a competitive advantage in its business operations. Trademark's confidential
proprietary business information and trade secrets were developed by Plaintiffs over several years,
and included without limitation the strategies, sources, business models, price points and related
information for locating, acquiring, refurbishing and selling real property in a manner to
maximize the success and profits from that process.

47.  Plaintiffs incorporated the aforesaid confidential proprietary business information
and trade secrets into Plaintiffs’ Project, and otherwise disclosed that confidential proprietary
business information and trade secrets to Defendants in confidence with the explicit understanding
and agreement by Defendants that Plaintiffs’ confidential proprietary business information and
trade secrets would only be used and incorporated in the production of the Series with Plaintiffs’
approval and provided that Plaintiffs were compensated for the public disclosure and use of that
information consistent with the terms and conditions of the Partnership Agreement. Because’
Defendants wholly failed to comply with the terms and conditions of the Partnership Agreement,
Defendants never acquired the rights to use or disclose Trademark’s confidential proprietary
business information and trade secrets in episodes of the Series.
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48.  Trademark’s confidentiai proprietary business information and trade secrets is not
known by others or competitors of Trademark, and'Trademark has made reasonable efforts to
insure that its proprietary information remained a secret by not disclosing it to anyone outside of
Trademark, or by allowing the information to be used for any purpose other than the bus'mess and
functions of Trademark. Trademark’s confidential and proprietary business information as
embodied in Plaintiffs’ Project and in the Series is a trade secret which merits legal protection
from Defendants misappropriation and use of that information for their own benefit through the
continuing production and exploitation of the Series in violation of the Partnership Agreement.

49.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon alleges that Defendants, and

each of them, misappropriated the above-described trade secrets of Trademark by illegally using

and incorporating the trade secrets to produce episodes of the Series in violation of the terms of -

the Partnership Agreement, and without the approval, involvement and participation of Plaintiffs
in the continuing episodes of the Series.

50.  As a direct and proximate result of the misappropriation of Trademark’s trade
secrets as alleged herein, Trademark has been damaged in an amount that is not yet fully
ascertainable but which is believed to be in excess of a million dollars.

51.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that A&E, in doing the
things herein alleged, acted willfully, maliciously, oppressively and with full knowledge of the
adverse effects of its actions on Plaintiffs, and with willful and deliberate disregard to the
consequences to Trademark such as to constitute oppression, fraud or malice, and that such
actions were authorized, ratified and adopted by the officers, directors and/or managing agents
of A&E. As a direct result of the fraudulent, willful and malicious conduct of A&E, Trademark
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is entitled to exemplary and punitive damages in an amount to be determined as appropriate by

the court.

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION

(Unfair Competition,Unfair Business Practices and Unfair Trade Practices Against All
Defendants)
© 52.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 51
above as though fully set forth herein. |

33.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based herein allege that Defendants, and
each of them, have engaged in unlawful, unfair and fraudulent business practices and/or unfair
competition and/or unfair trade practices, and have utilized certain improper, unlawful and
tortious means to unjustly enrich themselves, and to cause deliberate injury to Plaintiffs by, among
other things, using, misappropriating and exploiting Plaintiffs' valuable ideas and concept as
embodied and referenced in Plaintiffs’ Project and in the Series for Defendants’ own use and
benefit, wi£hout the approval or participation of Plaintiffs.

34.  Byengaging in the acts and omissions described herein, Defendants have committed
acts of unfair competition and false and misleading business practices and unfair trade practices,
all of which said acts and omissions effect the Plaintiffs and the public as said acts and omissions
capable of repetition.

55.‘ As a direct and approximate result of the unfair competition and false and
misleading business practices of Defendants, as described herein, Plaintiffs have been damaged
in an amount that has not yet been fully ascertained but which is believed to be in excess of a

. Page 17 of 22
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million dollars.

EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION

(Constructive Trust and Accounting Against All Defendants)

56.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 5%
above as though fully set forth herein.

37.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that Defendants, and
each of them, have derived and received income and profits from the aforesaid, illegal, unlawful
and deceitful and wrongful acts, including, among other things, the proceeds recejved by
Defendants from the licensing, sale, distribution and other exploitation of the Series, together with
the advertising, promotional and sponsorship revenues generated therefrom.

58. By reason of the aforesaid illegal, unlawful, deceitful and wrongful acts of
Defendants, and each of them, Defendants are involuntary constructive trustees holding the
monies derived and received from the misappropriation, use and exploitation of Plaintiffs’
valuable ideas and concepts in the creation, development and exploitation of the Series in
constructive trust for Plaintiffs, with a duty to account fully therefore, and pay over to Plaintiffs
all said amounts.

59.  The exact amount of compensation to be paid to Plaintiffs by Defendants, and each
of them, is unknown to Plaintiffs. The exact amount cannot be ascertained without a full
accounting of all transactions, agreements and licenses entered into by and on behalf of
Defendants, and each of them, in connection with the licensing, sale, distribution and other
exploitation of the Series.

Page 18 of 22
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NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION

(Preliminary and Permanent Injunction Against All Defendants)

60.  Plaintiffs reallege, adopt and incorporate by reference paragraphs 1 through 59
above as though fully set forth herein.

61.  Plaintiffs are informed and believe and based thereon allege that unless Defendants,
and each of them are enjoined from (1) licensing, distributing and otherwise exploiting the Series,
(2) using and incorporating Plaintiffs’ valuable ideas and concepts for the Series in the current
season of the Series without Plaintiffs' approval and participation, and (3) using and incorporating
Trademark’s confidential proprietary trade secrets in the current season of the Series without
Trademark’s approval, Plaintiffs will be irreparably harmed and injured as a direct and proximate
result of Defendants’ illegal and unlawful acts.

62.  Plaintiffs have demanded that Defendants stop their unlawful conduct as described
hereinabove, including without limitation ceasing all use and misappropriation of Plaintiffs’
valuable ideas and concepts in the Series, and otherwise producing any further episodes of the
Series in violation of the Partnersliip Agreement and without Plaintiffs’ explicit authorization and
participation. Unless enjoined and restrained by order of this court, Defendants wrongful and
continuing conduct will cause great and irreparable injury to Plaintiffs in that the unauthorized use
and exploitation of Plaintiffs’ valuable concepts and trade secrets in the Series has effected and
will continue to effect Plaintiffs’ future endeavors, business operations and opportunities.

63.  Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law for the injuries currently being suffered
and will be suffered if Defendants’ conduct is not restrained, and Plaintiffs will be forced to
institute a multiplicity of suits to obtain adequate compensation and relief for the injuries suffered
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by them.

64.  Consequently, Plaintiffs respectfully request that the court issue an injunction
restraining Defendants from (1) directly or indirectly making any use of Plaintiffs’ valuable
concept, format and structure in and for the Series, (2) directly or indirectly using or disclosing
any of Trademark’s trade secrets in the production of the Series and (3) distributing, exhibiting,
airing or advertising the Series in its present form.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray for judgment against Defendants as follows:

AS TO THE FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION:

L. General and special damages in excess of a million dollars, in accordance with

proof at trial, together with interest thereon at the legal rate;

2. Exemplary and punitive damages in an amount according to proof at the time of
trial;
ASTO THE SECOND CAUSE OF ACTON:

3. General and special damages in excess of a million dolars in accordance with proof

at trial, together with interest thereon at the legal rate;

AS TO THE THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION:

4, General and special damages in excess of a million dollars in accordance with proof

at trial, together with interest thereon at the legal rate;

AS TO THE FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION:

3. General and special damages in excess of million dollars in accordance with proof
at trial, together with interest thereon at the legal rate;
6. Exemplary and punitive damages in an amount according to proof at the time of
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AS TO THE NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION:

15. For a permanent preliminary injunction as requested herein;
AS TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION:
L6.  For all costs of suit incurred herein;
17. For reasonable attorneys' fees as may be provided by law;
18.  For interest as may be provided by law; and
19. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem to be just and appropriate.
‘ Cisa ﬁ?DS LLP
£ .
Frank M. Cisa
622 Johnnie Dodds Blvd.

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
(843) 881-3700

T
nly _2° " 2006
Mt. Pleasant, SC
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OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
) IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )
)
TRADEMARK PROPERTIES and RICHARD ) CIVIL ACTION COVERSHEET '
C. DAVIS
Plaintifi(s) ) .
) Kace- 10 .58,
VS, )
)
A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, a joint )

venture of the Hearst Corporation, ABC, INC.
and NBC UNIVERSAL; DEPATURE FILMS,
an entity of unknown origin; and DOES 1-20,

Inclusive

Defendant(s) )
(Please Print) SCBar #:
Submitted By:Frank M. Cisa Telephone #: (843) 881-2700
Address: 622 Johnnie Dodds Blvd, Fax #; (843) 881-2511
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 . Other:

E-maii; frank@cisadodds.com

NOTE: The cover sheet and Information contained herein neither replaces nor sapplements the filing end service of pleadings or other papers
as required by law. This form is required for the ase of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of docketing. 1t must be filled out completely,
signed, and dated. A copy of this cover sheet must be served on the defendant(s) slong with the Summons and Complaint.

DOCKETING INFORMATION (Check all thar apply)
) *If Action is Judgment/Settlement do not complete
] JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint. [J NON-JURY TRIAL demanded in complaint.
L1 This case is subject to ARBITRATION pursuant to the Circuit Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules,
0
&

This case is subject to MEDIATION pursuant to the Circuit Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Rules.
This case is exempt from ADR (certificate attached).

NATURE OF ACTION (Check One Box Below)

Contracts Torts - Professiooal Malpractics Torts - Peronat Injary Real Property
] Constructions {100) O  Benuat Malpractice (200) O  AssaulvSlander/Libel (300) (O Ciaim & Detivery (400)
0 Debt Collection (110) 0  Lege! Malpractice (210) &  Conversion (310) O Condermmation (410)
0 Employment (120} O  Medical Malpractice (220) O  Motor Vehick Accident (320) O Foreclosure (420)
O  Genenl (130) 0  Other(299) O  Premises Liability (330) {1 Mechanic’s Lien (430)
® Breach of Contract (140) 0O  Products Liability (340) {O Pantition (440)
B Other (199) ]  Personal hnjury (150) ] Possession (450)

. B Other 399 00 Building Code Violation (460)
J— O Other (499)
Inmate Petitions Judgmenis/Settlements Adminlstrative Law/Rellef Appeals
O PCR(500) 0 Dezath Setlement (700) O Reinstate Driver's License (800) 0 Arbiwation (900)
{0 Sexual Predator (510} a Foreign fudgment (710) O Judicial Review (810} 0 Magistrate-Civit ($10)
O Mandamus (520) O  Magistrate's judgment (720) [J  Relief (320) 0 Magistrate-Crimingl (920)
O Habeas Corpus (530) O Minor Settlement (730} O Permanent Injunction (830) O Municipal (930)
T Other(599) (0 Transcript judgment (740) (] Forfeirure (840) 3 Probate Court (940)
- a Lis Pendena (750) 3 Other (399) O SsCpoT 950y
0 Other (799) — O Worker's Comp (960)
—_— i Zoning Board (970)
[J Administrative Law Judge (980)
SpecialiComplex /Other (0  Public Service Commission (990)
O  Environmenual (600) 0O ehamuaceuticnts (630) O  Employment Security Comm {991
a Automobile Arb. (610) & Unfair Trade Practices (640) O Other (99%)
(| Medical (620) O  Outeof State Depositions (650) —
B Other(699)
SCCA /234 (10/05) Page 1 of 3
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Submitting Party Signature: Date: _07/20/2006

Note: Frivolous civil proceedings may be subject to sanctions pursuant to SCRCP, Rule 11, and the South Carolina
Frivolous Civil Proceedings Sanctions Act, §.C. Code Ann. §15-36-10 et. seq.
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FOR MANDATED ADR COUNTIES ONLY
Florence, Horry, Lexington, Richland, Greenville**, and Anderson**
** Contact Respective County Clerk of Court for modificd ADR Program Rules

SUPREME COURT RULES REQUIRE THE SUBMISSION OF ALL CIVIL. CASES TO AN ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS, UNLESS OTHERWISE EXEMPT.

You are required to take the following action(s):

1. The partics shall select a neutral within 210 days of filing of this action, and the Plaintiff shall file a
“Stipulation of Neutral Selection” on or before the 224 day after the filing of the action, If the parties
cannot agree upon the selection of the neutral within 210 days, the Plaintiff shall notify the Court by filing
a written “Request for the Appointment of a Neutral” on or before the 224 day afler the filing of this
action. The Court shall then appoint a neutral from the Court-approved mediator/arbitrator list.

2. The initial ADR conference must be held within 300 days afer the filing of the action.

3. Case are exempt from ADR only upon the following grounds:

a. Special proceeding, or actions secking extraordinary relief such as mandamus, habeas corpus, or
prohibition;

b. Cases which are appellate in nature such as appeals or writs of certiorari:
¢. Post Conviction relief matters;

d. Contempt of Court proceedings;

e. Forfeiture proceedings brought by the State;

f. Cases involving mortgage foreclosures; and

g Cases that have been submitted to mediation with a certified mediator prior to the filing of this
action.

4, Motion of a party to be exempt from payment of neutral fees due to indigency should be filed with the
Court within ten (10) days after the ADR conference had been concluded.

Please Note:  You must comply with the Supreme Court Rules regarding ADR.
Fallure to do so may affect your case or may result in sanctions.

SCCA /234 (10/05) Page 3 of 3
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Civil and Miscellaneous Initial Pleadings
3:06-av-99999 Plaintiff vs Defendant |

U.S. District Court

District of South Carolina

Notice of Electronic Filing

The following transaction was received from Jordan, Robert entered on 8/2/2006 at 5:32 PM EDT and filed on

8/2/2006

Case Name: Plaintiff vs Defendant I
Case Number: 3:06-av-99999

Filer:

Document Number: 1594

Docket Text:

NOTICE OF REMOVAL Trademark Properties vs A&E Television Networks Court Name: Charleston County
Court of Common Pleas ( Filing fee $ 350 receipt number 678046). (Attachments: # (1) State Court Complaint

Exhibit A# (2) LR 26.01 Answers # (3) Civil Cover Sheet)Jordan, Robert)
The following document(s) are associated with this transaction:

Document description:Main Document

Original filename:n/a

Electronic document Stamp:

[STAMP dcecfStamp_ID=1091130295 [Date=8/2/2006] [FileNumber=1293076-0)
[8585d899523627689b43afd183a223345a5¢780ct3f64173828507df099a975¢547a
c0de28969ae94cbel 196ae7cbfea765¢7b453703¢c17t42eababb8dfdf852]]
Document description:State Court Complaint Exhibit A

Original filename:n/a

Electronic document Stamp:

[STAMP dcectfStamp_ID=1091130295 [Date=8/2/2006] [FileNumber=1293076-1]
[6e18cdf12b957178733¢11b8446b5e00c943dd41a6e6015¢cab3e3b6192¢cb444e38bb
496ade54d6d3d4a68eb742050f07f7515f4725a954311 6eebb8dci042900]]
Document description:LR 26.01 Answers

Original filename:n/a

Electronic document Stamp:

[STAMP dcecfStamp_ID=1091130295 [Date=8/2/2006] [FileNumber=1293076-2]
[58a67¢1b7b081a190252e30d0201 12beS5c275af2182db55f69ab3008cb79e4b4db18
721bc50540eb6d813769d419c19b57a219ab548b8de04db1734d11flc157]]
Document description:Civil Cover Sheet

Original filename:n/a

Electronic document Stamp:

[STAMP dcecfStamp_ID=1091130295 [Date=8/2/2006] [FileNumber=1293076-3]
[bb07e65316cdacd50aeb84ba94chb35781801980e92¢063 1a3£3845{f58b281090b7e
€6e9c31{384429acd9b8d93379981e38886acti530e7268cd91760704¢7¢]]

3:06-av-99999 Notice will be electronically mailed to:
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Nelson
Mullins

Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP

Auorneys and Counselors at Law Robert H. Jordan
151 Meeting Street / Sixth Floor / Charleston, Scuth Carolina 29401-2239 Tel: 843.534.4221
Tel: 843.853.5200 Fax: 843.722.8700 robert. jordan@nelsonmullins.com

www.nelsonmullins.com

August 3, 2006

Via Hand Delivery

The Honorable Julie J. Armstrong
Clerk of Court

Charleston County

100 Broad Street

Charleston, SC 29401

RE: Trademark Properties, a South Carolina corporation; Richard C. Davis, an individual v.
A&E Television Networks, a joint venture of the Hearst Corporation, ABC, Inc. and
NBC Universal; Departure Films, an entity of unknown origin; and DOES 1-20,
Inclusive :
Charleston County C/A No.; 06-CP-10-2822
USDC C/A No.: 2:06-¢cv-2195-CWH
Our File No.: 28692/01500

Dear Julie:
Enclosed please find a filed copy of a Notice of Removal, which was filed yesterday with the
United States District Court in the above-referenced matter. We also enclose an original
Acknowledgment of Receipt of Filed Copy of Notice of Removal. We would appreciate it if
you would execute this document and return the original to us via our courier.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in this matter.

Very truly yours,

P
2’” wy h 'plﬂ‘{"

Robert H. Jordan

RHI:1I

Enclosure

cc: Frank Cisa, Esq. (w/enclosure)

Atlanta » Boston » Charleston » Charlotte » Columbia » GreenviIEI-_ My ]e_Betch . Raleiglt1 * Washington, DC » Winston-Salem
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA

CHARLESTON DIVISION
TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, INC., a

}  Civil Action No. 2:06-cv-02195-CWH
South Carolina corporation; RICHARD C. )
DAVIS, an individual, )
)
Plaintiffs, ) ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT
) OF FILED COPY OF
Vs, ) NOTICE OF REMOVAL
)
A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, a joint )
venture of the Hearst Corporation, ABC, )
Inc. and NBC Universal; DEPARTURE ) o o B
FILMS, an entity of unknown origin; and ) ~ ng-:_: pl
DOES 1-20, Inclusive, \ oS
=T
Defendants. 91; <
o X
oY, =
22 =
A&E TELEVISION NETWORKS, ) = f.:
)
Counterclaim )
Plaintiff, )
)
VS. )
)
TRADEMARK PROPERTIES, INC. and )
RICHARD C. DAVIS, )
)
Counterclaim )
Defendants. )
)

Receipt of a copy of the Notice of Removal filed by Defendants A&E Television

Networks (“AETN”) and Max Weissman Productions, Inc. d/b/a Departure Films (“Departure

Films”), by and through their attorneys in the above-entitled action, is hereby acknowledged this
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B{A day of August, 2006.

SIOLD) Gt
The Honorable Julie J. Armstrehg, Clerk of Court
Charleston County Court of Common Pleas

Charleston, South Carolina
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